
Quarrelsome cockerel 

In a small town in the Portuguese region of Cávado a cockerel lived. Everyone called him 

"Quarrelsome" because he had a great tip and he was quite pugnacious. Most of people in 

the town liked him very much, he was especially adored by children, so when they were 

looking for a mascot for a local football club for children and teenagers, he was the one to be 

chosen. Cockerel was very sceptical at first because he didn't know any of football, but in the 

end, he was persuaded. 

Initially, the cockerel only cheered on the team, and at the end of each match which was 

won, the young players took him in their arms and tossed him. He liked it very much. All the 

time, however, he was tired of not knowing what the game was about. He didn't know why 

the referee whistled or why his team was winning or losing, so he decided to learn the rules 

of the game. He was reading about soccer and famous soccer player all day. While reading, 

he came across an article about the most famous footballer in the world - Christiano Ronaldo 

- who as it turned out to be Portuguese and cockerel doesn't know anything about him. He 

read everything he could about him, but he was so interested in him that he decided to visit 

his homeland, the Portuguese island of Madeira. 

The fastest way to get to the island was by plane. After a short flight, he saw a beautiful, 

mountainous and heavily wooded and green island - then he remembered that before the 

trip, someone had mentioned to him that Madeira is an island of eternal spring. After landing 

the cockerel noticed that the runway was extremely short and stated that the pilot must be a 

master to land here. After passing through the airport, he visited a small square with a statue 

of Ronaldo. He took some photos and went to the "teleferico" - cable car, which is usual in 

Madeira due to the mountainous terrain on the island. At first, he found it scary because the 

cable car was running on a rope with support poles only at the beginning and at the end, 

making it bend in the middle under the weight of the trolley as if it was about to break off. 

After a while, Quarrelsome however decided to drive because on the other side of the gulf 

was one of the most famous attractions of Madeira - The botanical garden. In the garden, he 

saw many beautiful plants from different parts of the world, many of which were blooming at 

that time. As it turned out, to get to the district where Ronaldo grew up, you had to go down 

the mountain where the botanical garden is located. Despite the middle of summer, the 

fastest way to do it is to take a sleigh along the streets of the capital of Madeira - Funchal. It 

was an extraordinary experience. He found his way to the Santo António district. After a short 

walk there, he found the first pitch where Christiano started his adventure with football. 

It was a tiring day and finally Cockerel ended up in his quarters on the outskirts of Funchal. 

At night, Cockerel was awakened by a strange burning smell. At first, he thought that it was 

already morning, and someone was cooking something in the kitchen. After a while he 

realized that it was the middle of the night and that the nearby forest was burning. He 

immediately woke the hosts and together they called the fire brigade. After a while, the 

services arrived, and the residents and cockerel joined the extinguishing action. After the fire 

was extinguished, cockerel asked the hosts what could have caused the forest fire, as there 

was neither heat nor drought. They told him about the beautiful laurel forests that once had 

covered the whole of Madeira - which is where its name comes from - the island of trees - 

and which, unfortunately, were cut or burned for crops, e.g. for sugar cane. Then, 

Portuguese colonizers brought eucalyptus seeds from Australia to Madeira because the local 

trees grew slowly, and eucalyptus can grow up to 8 meters per year. However, for the seed 

to grow it must burn up, so an adult eucalyptus tree can sometimes cause the fire itself to 

grow new trees. There fire in Madeira, the growing eucalyptus is a big problem and causes 

numerous fires that are very difficult to extinguish. As a result, native vegetation suffers, as 

well as animals and people who lose their possessions. 

The next day it was time to go home. While Quarrelsome was packing, he noticed a burnt 



eucalyptus seed in his luggage and stated that he needed to get rid of it. As the history of the 

island shows, moving species to new places often causes more harm than good. 


